Good afternoon/evening,

I’m _________________ from _____________________ and on behalf of  ____________________ and Byers’ Choice, I’d like to thank you all for coming out today/this evening for our performance of A Christmas Carol.   2012 marks the 200th anniversary of Charles Dickens' birth, and you're in for a very special treat to celebrate his birthday.
In the 1800s, it was quite common for authors to read abridged versions of their stories before audiences.  These readings could become quite animated, with the author acting out many of the parts.  Charles Dickens was particularly famous for his readings and would often receive standing ovations upon their completion.
When Gerald, an actor by training, was asked to put together a performance for the 150th anniversary of A Christmas Carol, he took to the project right away.  It is a project that he brings to life like no one else can, as it is very easy to imagine that Charles Dickens himself is bringing you his much beloved story.

Before we get started, just a few housekeeping reminders.  

We must ask that no recording or photography is taken during the performance.

(If applicable) After the performance, Gerald will be available in the _______________ to sign autographs and answer any questions which you may have regarding the performance.  If you would like a photo with Gerald, you can have one taken with him following the performance.

Also, please check to make sure that your cell phone is turned off.  We don’t want any unanticipated calls to be mistaken for the Spirits reaching out to us tonight!

And with that, please join me in welcoming. . .  Gerald Charles Dickens!
