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along with a bright cone filled with apples and greens.
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. . . it’s time for mistletoe and holly!

Mistletoe has long been used to decorate the insides of homes during the 

holiday season. The tradition of decorating with mistletoe dates back for 

centuries when it was thought that it possessed mystical powers and had 

the ability to bring good fortune. Mistletoe later became synonymous with 

friendship and love, and it is here that the custom of kissing under the 

mistletoe was derived. Once hung, a single white berry would be picked from 

the green and white ball for each kiss it inspired. When the pearly-white 

berries had all been picked, it was time for the kissing to stop. If you try this 

tradition at home this year, please do not eat the berries from the mistletoe 

plant. They contain toxins that could be harmful to people.

Oh, byGOsh, byGOlly

Mistletoe & Mink Santa and Mrs. Claus - $80 ea
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As we give thanks this holiday season, it is important 
that we also remember our neighbors in need. 
Consider giving back this Thanksgiving. If you need 
help finding a charity, there are numerous websites 
that can help you find a charity based on cause, 
location and more.

sharing our 

Blessings

It is not happy people who are thankful, 
it is thankful people who are happy.

Salvation Army Series - $73 ea; Salvation Army Red Kettle - $16 ea; 
Pilgrim Man & Woman - $73 ea; Pilgrim Boy & Girl - $71 ea; 
Turkey on Base - $20 ea; Harvest Wheelbarrow - $24 ea



One of my most favorite holiday memories 
occurred annually on the night before 

Christmas. When we were children, the 

sound of jingling bells outside the kitchen 

window on Christmas Eve would signify that 

Santa’s elves had just dropped off a special 

gift for us. We’d run outside onto the front 

porch to find neatly wrapped packages filled 

with new cozy Christmas pajamas. We’d grab 

them and fly up the stairs to brush our teeth 

and get changed into our new sleepwear with 

great anticipation of the evening’s festivities. 

I remember humming along to the familiar, 

cheerful Christmas music coming from the 

family room downstairs. “It’s time to read The 
Night Before Christmas,” my father would 

pronounce. He would get out his reading 

glasses, and we’d all squeeze snuggly into his 

favorite chair before he’d begin. “‘Twas the 

night before Christmas and all through the 

house not a creature was stirring, not even a 

mouse.” Silence. Just then, mom would sneak 

up and scare us by tickling our toes as if 

a mouse had just run between them. We’d 

jump, laugh and giggle as my father would 

continue reading his favorite Christmas poem 

seemingly unphased by all our hijinks. Over 

the years, we would find ourselves reading 

along with him. And at the close of the 

book, we knew it was time for bed and that 

Santa Claus would be coming soon. Night Before Christmas Reading (10.5”High) - $100 ea; 
Decorated Tree w/ Lights (18” High, requires 3 AA batteries) - $48 ea

According to legend, Clement Clarke Moore wrote his immortal poem, A Visit from St. Nicholas, also known as The Night 
Before Christmas, for his family on Christmas Eve 1822. He never intended that it be published, but a family friend learned 
of the poem sometime later and submitted it to the editor of the Troy (New York) Sentinel. It made its first appearance in 
print on December 23, 1823. Soon, the poem began to be reprinted in other newspapers, almanacs and magazines. 
180 years later it is the most-published, most-read, most-memorized and most-collected book in all of Christmas literature. 

ChristmasThe Night Before
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Krampus 
The German Christmas Devil

Christmas has long been a celebration of joy, as 

Santa Claus rewards all of the good girls and boys 

with presents and holiday cheer. Children who have 

not been so nice are said to receive a lump of coal 

in their stockings, instead of a gift. However, 

many years ago, children received a visit from 

the “Christmas Devil,” a consequence much more 

frightening than coal.

The legend of the Krampus dates back centuries, 

originating as a German Christmas tradition during 

the 12th century. Beginning in early December, the 

children of Germany would begin to hear whispers 

of a dark haired creature bearing horns and fangs, 

carrying a bundle of birch sticks used to swat 

naughty children. According to traditional narratives 

of Alpine folklore, the Krampus would enter the 

towns, lashing his chains and bells, to capture the 

bad children in a basket and bring them down 

to the underworld. The Krampusnacht (Krampus 

Night) would occur the evening before December 6th 

(St. Nicholas Day), when the nice German children 

were rewarded with presents in their boots. 

In the 21st century, many Alpine countries continue 

to celebrate the Krampusnacht with parades, where 

the townsmen dress like devils and run through the 

streets chasing after children and naughty parents 

alike. More recently, the legend of Krampus has 

gained popularity in America, with Krampus festivals 

held across the country in Los Angeles, Philadelphia, 

and New York City. So this holiday season, when 

someone greets you with “Merry Christmas,” feel free 

to respond with “Merry Christmas to you. . . And 

may Krampus not take your child away in a basket!”

You Better 
WAtCh 

OUt

Krampus was created as a counterpart to kindly 
St. Nicholas, who rewarded children with sweets. 

Krampus, in contrast, would swat “wicked” 
children and take them away to his lair.

“Be sure that kindness is your goal    or all you’ll get is a lump of coal !”
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Krampuskarten, 
or Krampus greeting cards, will 

depict Krampus sneaking up on 
a child about to be punished; 

these cards will often read 
“Gruß vom Krampus!” or Greetings 

from the Krampus!

Naturally Naughty ~ Christmas Coal
No one is quite sure why Santa Claus gives coal in 
place of gifts to naughty children at Christmas. The 
idea of giving a reminder to misbehaving children is 
common around the world though. Even if we don’t 
know exactly why Santa Claus gives coal, it still serves 
as the perfect reminder that “he knows when you’ve 
been bad or good, so be good for goodness sake!” 

“Be sure that kindness is your goal    or all you’ll get is a lump of coal !”

Krampus -  
$79 ea

Lump of Coal - 
$17 ea; styles vary
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“White Christmas” is widely regarded as 

the most popular Christmas song of all time. 

Written by Irving Berlin on a warm, sunny 

day in California back in 1940, it was 

reported that he called out to his secretary, 

“Grab your pen and take down this song. 

I just wrote the best song I’ve ever written 

— heck, I just wrote the best song that 

anybody’s ever written.”  

The song was recorded by Bing Crosby for 

Decca records in May of 1942 as part of 

the soundtrack for the upcoming Christmas 

movie, Holiday House. The final version 

of the song, which we still enjoy today, 

was recorded in just 18 minutes. Over 100 

million copies of the recording have been 

sold since. Our Winter White Caroling 

Family and Santa Claus commemorate 

the 75th anniversary of this most classic 

Christmas Carol.

Winter White is a timeless holiday decorating theme that goes so well with all of the 
silver and gold trimmings. This classic Santa Claus is dressed in a sparkling white suit with 
a beautiful berry wreath as an accent color. The Yule Boxes topped with our Toddlers 
dressed to match are great to fill with small presents or surprises to set around the home.

www.byerschoice.com 7

White Christmas
dreaming of a

ABOVE  Winter White Family - $70 ea; Door - $60 ea; Lamppost (electric) - $44 ea 
LEFT  Winter White Santa - $74 ea; Yule Boxes w/ Winter White Toddlers - $108 ea 
(set of 3; not sold separately; 5.5”H x 4”W x 2.75”D; 6.5”H x 5.5”W x 4.25”D; 6”H x 4.5”W x 3.5”D)
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Love came down at  Christmas...
Love all lovely, Love Divine; Love was born at Christmas;                               Stars and Angels gave the sign. 

Red Wise Man, Golden Wise Man, Blue Wise Man - $75 ea; Shepherd Boy, Angel Woman (Harp), Shepherd Man, Angel Girl (Horn) - $71 ea                                   Angel Girl (Bell) - $71 ea; Holy Family - $160 ea; Camel - $65 ea; 
Lambs (set of 2) - $40 set; Donkey - $25 ea; Baby Jesus in Manger (3”H x 3.25”W x 4”D) - $25 ea (can be purchased individually)
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On a midwinter’s night many years 

ago, a group of poor shepherds sat 

under the stars tending to their sleeping 

flocks of sheep. Suddenly from above, 

a great light shone out, and an angel 

came down from on high.

The shepherds were afraid — what 

business would an angel of God have 

with simple men such as them? But the 

angel reassured them, telling them not 

to be afraid, for he brought great and 

joyous tidings: that very night, a Savior 

had been born in the town of Bethlehem 

not far from where the shepherds sat. 

Leaving a few behind to watch the 

sheep, the rest of the shepherds went in 

search of the newborn child as a choir 

of angels sang out around them.

As the messengers of God, chief among 

them Gabriel, the angels brought news 

of the birth of Jesus to the people, just 

as they had foretold his birth to Mary 

and her husband-to-be, Joseph, many 

months before. Ever since, the figure of 

the angel has been an integral part of 

the Christmas story and has appeared 

in nativity scenes and plays around 

the world.

Love came down at  Christmas...
Love all lovely, Love Divine; Love was born at Christmas;                               Stars and Angels gave the sign. 

Red Wise Man, Golden Wise Man, Blue Wise Man - $75 ea; Shepherd Boy, Angel Woman (Harp), Shepherd Man, Angel Girl (Horn) - $71 ea                                   Angel Girl (Bell) - $71 ea; Holy Family - $160 ea; Camel - $65 ea; 
Lambs (set of 2) - $40 set; Donkey - $25 ea; Baby Jesus in Manger (3”H x 3.25”W x 4”D) - $25 ea (can be purchased individually)
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Nothing is better than an ugly 
Christmas sweater!

There is no better way to spread holiday cheer than to invite all of your closest 
friends and family members over for a festive party. We recommend an Ugly 
Christmas Sweater party as a great theme to this year’s celebration.  

The premise is simple. Have each of your guests seek out their funniest, most 
colorful, outdated, holiday sweater to wear to the party. Here are a few suggestions 
to make your party even more fun.

e Have funny contests that your guests can vote on such as:  
  – Guest with the Ugliest Sweater  
  – Best Accessories added to the Ugly Sweater 
  – Most Embarrassing Ugly Sweater

 Be sure to hand out awards!

e Preparing themed food for the party is always fun. We recommend decorating 
gingerbread men wearing Ugly Christmas Sweaters. If time is limited, have a 
station where guests can decorate their own gingerbread men. Have plenty of 
colored icing and candied sprinkles to bring out their creative side.

e Decorate your house by hanging up all of your extra ugly sweaters and  
embarrassing family pictures showing off some of the worst fashion faux pas 
from past decades.

e Wrap the top of a table, with colorful wrapping paper and a big bow, to look 
like an oversized Christmas present. Encourage your guests to sign the paper 
with holiday greetings and well wishes.

e Finally, end the night with a quick trip around the neighborhood to sing 
some Christmas carols and spread your holiday cheer. Imagine your neighbors’ 
surprise when they find a full chorus of “Ugly Sweaters” at their front door!

Christmas Sweater
P A R T Y  T I P S



www.byerschoice.com 11

Dec
18

F R I D A Y 
2015National Ugly Christmas 

Sweater Day is about 

proudly sporting your 

favorite ugly Christmas 

sweater for the entire day.

Wear it to school, work or the gym — no exceptions or 

excuses! Share this special day with your friends and 

family. Also, please send us pictures strutting your stuff 

in an ugly Christmas sweater. We would love to share 

on the Byers’ Choice Facebook page. Please email 

photos to graphics@byerschoice.com.

Ugly Christmas Sweater Family; sold separately - $72 ea; Decorated Tree w/ Lights - $48 ea
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In the meadow, we can 
build a snowman . . . 
Fill your home with warmth and comfort this Winter. 

Introducing Felted Snowmen from the Heart-Felt Creations 

collection, handcrafted by the Byers’ Choice artisans.

All of our felted pieces are created in our Bucks County 

studio using the finest wools from American farms, organic 

dyes and soap.

Large Felted Snowman with Silver Bow Tie (13” High) - $75 ea 
Medium Felted Snowman with Top Hat (11” High) - $72 ea 
Medium Felted Snowman with Scarf (8.5” High) - $65 ea



Not a creature 
was stirring . . .
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Eager to come in from the cold, it won’t take these 

felt mice long to scurry their way into your heart and 

home. Byers’ Choice has designed a brand new line 

of Christmas Mice to enhance your holiday displays. 

These curious felt mice can be found in all sorts of 

mischievous places. They are a great way to add a 

bit of humor to your Christmas décor.

Mouse in Christmas Snow Box (5”H x 5.5”L x 3”W) - $35 ea 
Mouse on Cheese Tray (6”H x 8”D x 7”W) - $45 ea 
Mouse in Soup Can (6”High) - $35 ea 
Mouse in Plum Pudding (5.5”H x 7.5”W) - $45 ea 
Mouse in Christmas Boot (11”High) - $40 ea



Fireplace with 
Candelabrum - $35 ea 

(10”W x 8”H x 3.5”D)Caribou - $24 ea 
(11” High)

Coach - $220 ea 
(15”H x 8”W x 26”L)

Horse - $45 ea 
(13” H x 15” L)

Polar Bear Cub - $20 ea 
(5.5”H x 8”L)

Seated Polar Bear 
Cub - $20 ea 

(4”H X 4”L)

Caroler Condo Storage Box - $40 ea 
(17.5”L x 15.5”W x 14”H)

Green Candy Cane 
Tree - $24 ea 

(13” High)

Red Candy Cane 
Tree - $20 ea 

(12” High)

Nativity Table - $24 ea 
(8” High)



Glass Ornament 
Market Stall - $80 ea 
(11”W x 6”D x 18”H)

Kindle Cottage 
Resin Gingerbread 

House - $95 ea 
(11”W x 12”D x 13”H)

Mailbox with Stand - 
$20 ea 

(Metal; 7.5” High)
Street Clock - $48 ea 

Requires one “N” battery 
– not included 

(19” High) 

Lamppost - $44 ea 
(Electric; 22” High) 

Door - $60 ea 
(19.5” H x 13” W x 3.5” D)

Wrought Iron Fence - $36 ea 
(Plastic; 21.5”W x 6.5”H)

“Pops” Kindle Tree Ornament - $25 ea Santa Caroler Ornament (8”H) - $30 ea
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Ready, 
Set, 

Snow!
Large Snowman with Package,

Large Snowman with Wreath,

Large Snowman with Bucket of Greens,

Large Snowman with Shovel

$24 ea ; Approx. 10” High

Small Snowman with Postcards,

Small Snowman with Snowballs,

Small Snowman with Broom,

Small Snowman with Saucer

$20 ea ; Approx. 7.5” High

Our resin snowmen are sure to melt your 
heart during the Christmas season.
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Chimney Sweep - $73 ea

“Kiss the Cook” Chef - 
$73 ea

Chef with Hen - 
$73 ea

Decorated Picket Fence - $36 ea 
(20” W x 7”H; plastic)

Coachman - $73 ea

Cheese Monger - 
$73 ea

Wine Santa - 
$77 ea

Clockmaker - 
$75 ea
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One of our favorite things about the holiday season is that it creates 

the perfect opportunity to reach out to distant relatives for a visit and to spread some holiday 

cheer. It can be so much fun reconnecting and catching up with a lost relative while sharing 

in the spirit of the season. It seems that every family has at least one really eccentric aunt 

or uncle that really makes the party memorable. Our Auntie Esther is by far the life-of-the-

party and comes once a year filled with hilarious stories of her travels and adventures. It 

seems she is always accompanied by a kind, happy-go-lucky companion. However, it is rarely 

the same companion twice!

The 
magic of 

Christmas 
never ends, 

and 
its greatest 

gifts 
are family 

and 
friends.

Auntie Esther & Auntie Esther’s New Boyfriend - $74 ea
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Santa Claus gets so many letters each year, 
Most asking for presents, or spreading good cheer. 
But over the years, Santa’s received more and more 
From kids in the U.S., and this is what for...
United States children keep asking St. Nick, 
If he’d help out their nation, and help it out quick, 
By running for President in 2016 — 
He’d be the best Head of State we’ve ever seen!
After all, he is patient, loving, and kind, 
His reputation for giving is tip-top of mind! 
His North Pole toy factory is a well-oiled machine, 
And for a new challenge, we hope Santa is keen.
Who better to have in that great, big White House 
Than the Jolly Old Elf and his sweet, lovely spouse? 
Santa’s helpers could handle the toy making chores, 
While at Christmas, he’d still make delivery tours.
Santa’s platform would focus on what he holds dear: 
“Peace on Earth, and Goodwill!” is the slogan we’d hear. 
Just imagine a nation more for “giving” than “getting”... 
Santa’s term would be one we’d not soon be forgetting!
With a wink of his eye, and a big “Ho-ho-ho!” 
Santa hugged Mrs. Claus and said, “Let’s have a go!” 
He tossed his hat high and started right in  
To plan his campaign—he couldn’t wait to begin.
At that moment young hearts in the U.S. of A. 
Felt a rush and knew “something” had happened that day— 
They felt hopeful and happy and exclaimed with delight, 
“Santa’s running for President! Our future looks bright!”
Up at the North Pole, Santa got things in order — 
Since he planned to be busy for one year or more! 
The elves heard him laugh as he donned his new coat,
“I’d be the next President, if children could vote!”

Santa for President - $76



Traditional Irish Christmas decorations 

are relatively simple, but very classic. It 

is thought that the first holly wreaths 

that were placed on the front door at 

Christmas originated in Ireland. Holly was 

one of the main plants that flourished at 

Christmas time and which gave the poor 

ample means with which to decorate their 

dwellings. It is also an Irish tradition to 

place a single lighted candle in the window 

of a house on Christmas Eve. The candle 

has a number of purposes but primarily 

it is a symbol of welcome to Mary and 

Joseph as they travel looking for shelter. 

In many households, the candle is lit by 

the youngest member of the household 

and can only be extinguished by a girl 

bearing the name ‘Mary’. The candle 

also indicated a safe place for priests to 

perform mass, as during Penal Times this 

was not allowed. 

Irish Mrs. Claus - $72 ea; Irish Santa - $75 ea

Christmas in Ireland

May the good Lord bless you, as your dear ones gather ‘round.        May your laughter be hearty, and love and joy abound.
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Wren Boys 
One very old Irish tradition is the “Wren Boys 
Procession” that takes place on St. Stephen’s Day, 
the day after Christmas. This goes back to ancient 
times when a real wren was killed and carried around 
in a holly bush. Some processions still take place 
today , but no wren is hunted or used. Young men 
and women dress up in homemade costumes and 
go from house to house carrying a long pole with a 
holly bush tied to its top and singing a rhyme about 
a wren. Sometimes they are accompanied by violins, 
accordions, harmonicas and horns.

May the good Lord bless you, as your dear ones gather ‘round.        May your laughter be hearty, and love and joy abound.

www.byerschoice.com 21



Decoration  Inspiration
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We all know that the North Pole is 

home to Santa, Mrs. Claus and all 

of the elves who work in Santa’s toy 

shop. So who then is living at the 

South Pole? This is penguin territory, 

of course! Byers’ Choice’s charming new 

Penguin characters are sure to add some 

whimsy to your winter displays!

Finding that perfect Caroler® and bringing it home is only half the fun! Displaying and 
getting the most satisfaction from your collection is the real enjoyment. For more display 
ideas, please visit www.byerschoice.com/about-the-carolers/decorating-tips-display-gallery

Many families buy a 

new Christmas ornament 

each year as part of their 

family traditions. This 

family can’t decide which 

delicate bauble they like 

best! Why not get one of 

each to make the tree 

really sparkle this year?

LEFT Crier with Christmas Treats - $75 ea 
Girl & Boy with Christmas Treats - $71 ea 
Horse Bringing Christmas Treats - $52 ea 
Man & Woman Holding Skates - $70 ea 
Boy & Girl Holding Skates - $69 ea 
Snow Day Boy with Shovel - $70 ea 
Snow Day Girl with Snowballs - $70 ea 
Penguin (6”H; styles will vary) - $20 ea 

Woman Selling Glass Ornaments, Man, 
Girl & Boy with Glass Ornaments - $73 ea 
Glass Ornament Market Stall -$80 ea 
 
Mrs. Cratchit - $69 ea 
Bob Cratchit & Tiny Tim - $130 ea 
Scrooge - $69 ea 
Spirit of Christmas Present - $77 ea

 23
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Girl & Boy Holding Nutcracker - $69 ea; Nutcracker Market Stall (11”W x 6”D x 18”H) - $80 ea; 
Nutcracker Woman 2015 & Nutcracker Vendor 2015 - $72 ea; 

A bowl of unshelled nuts 
is still a must at Christmas!

Many 
Christmas recipes 
include nuts. If you 
need to toast nuts, 
be careful as they 

can burn 
very easily.

BAKING TIP
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Bavarian Woman & Man - $73 ea; Bavarian Market Stall (11”W x 6”D x 18”H) - $85 ea

Timeless traditions! The magic of a German Christmas market is like 

no other! Holiday decorations, lights, music and mouth-watering treats 

are just a few highlights to enjoy. And no German Christmas market is 

complete without the salty goodness of a warm Bavarian pretzel and some 

hot mulled wine! 



b 
GINGERBREAD

Gingerbread is a staple during the holidays and one of our favorite flavors 
of the season. We love gingerbread cookies, cakes and flavored drinks! Here is a 
unique twist on the traditional confection that you can add to your gingerbread 
repertoire. These would be perfect on Christmas morning after opening gifts!

Cinnamon Rolls Ingredients:
2 packages active dry yeast
1/2 cup evaporated milk
1/3 cup molasses
1/4 cup packed brown sugar
1 egg, lightly beaten
2 Tablespoons vegetable oil 
1/2 teaspoon salt
4 cups all-purpose flour
2 Tablespoons butter, softened
Filling & Glaze (recipes below)

Directions: 
In a bowl, combine yeast and 
1/4 cup warm water (about 115 
degrees F). Let stand 5 minutes. Stir in 
milk, molasses, brown sugar, the egg, 
oil, and salt. Stir in as much flour as 
you can. Turn dough out onto floured 
surface. Knead in enough remaining 
flour for moderately soft, smooth, 
elastic dough (5 minutes). Shape 
in ball. Place in greased bowl; turn 
once. Cover; let rise until double 
(1 hour). Punch down. Turn onto 
lightly floured surface. Cover; let rest 
10 minutes. 
 

Grease a 13x9x2-inch pan.
Roll dough to 12x8-inch rectangle. 
Spread butter on dough. Sprinkle 
filling to within 1 inch along one long 
side. Roll up, beginning at long side 
of filling. Pinch to seal. Cut 12 slices. 
Place in pan. Cover; let rise until 
nearly double (45 minutes).
Heat oven to 350 degrees F. 
Bake for 22 to 25 minutes or until 
golden brown and set. 
Let stand 5 minutes; invert onto 
platter. Drizzle with glaze.

Filling Ingredients & Directions: 
Combine in a bowl — 
1/4 cup packed brown sugar
2 Tablespoons granulated sugar
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon ground ginger

Glaze Ingredients & Directions:
1 1/2 cups powdered sugar
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon vanilla
4 teaspoons milk

In a small bowl, combine powdered 
sugar, cinnamon, and vanilla. Stir in 
enough of the milk to make a glaze 
of drizzling consistency.

Gingerbread Cinnamon Rolls 
(Makes 12 rolls)

26 BYERS’ CHOICE LTD.   215-822-6700



Woman Selling Gingerbread - $73 ea; Boy & Girl with Gingerbread - $70 ea; Gingerbread Market Stall - $85 ea

www.byerschoice.com 27
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My mom has four sisters who all love to bake. Each year, one of the sisters hosts the 

annual “cookie bake and exchange” at her house. This is the biggest baking event 

of the year, and a great excuse for all of the aunts, and us kids to spend time together. 

So far, there are ten cousins ranging in age from 20 to 4 with two more on the way, 

so you can only imagine how full the kitchen gets. My grandma usually shows up 

wearing her handmade Christmas sweater adorned with blinking festive pins passed 

down from her mother and previous generations of cookie bakers. 

A COOKIE-BAKING FAMILY

ABOVE Baking Mrs. Claus & Green Santa with Candy Cane - $74 ea; 
Gumdrop Gables Resin Gingerbread House (9.5”Wx15.5”Hx13”D) - $120 ea



www.byerschoice.com 29

Nan’s Perfect Coconut Macaroons
1 Tablespoon flour
1/2 cup sugar
1/4 teaspoon salt
2 egg whites
2 cups of shredded coconut
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
1/4 teaspoon almond extract
Candied cherry topping optional 

Grease and flour cookie sheet.

Mix first 3 ingredients in bowl and set aside.

In separate bowl, whip egg whites until stiff (not dry) 
then add vanilla and almond extract.

Fold in dry ingredients, then the coconut.

Drop by rounded teaspoon on greased cookie sheet 
(important to grease or it will stick).

Bake at 325 degrees for 15 minutes or until the coconut 
is lightly toasted.

Soon, the eggnog is poured and toasts are made. The children 

are franticly cookie decorating with icing and sugar crystal 

embellishments. The celebration spans throughout the day 

and into the evening, as we nibble on snacks, appetizers and 

cookies, of course!

With all of the baking completed and cookies decorated, 

we conclude by filling dozens of cookie tins with the sweet 

assortment of shapes, colors, textures and flavors. The cookie 

tins are the perfect homemade gifts to share with all of our 

closest friends and family. It is so fun to bake together and to 

share the homemade cookies with others. After all, we can’t 

possibly eat them. We’re all on a diet. 

Prior to the event, we are each assigned 

a favorite old family recipe, or two, to 

bring ingredients and prepare. We make 

our dough and stage our preparations in 

advance, but we all bake together on site. 

And what a sight it is, with Christmas 

music blasting, all the sisters scrambling 

for space, the children watching and 

waiting armed with rolling pins and old-

fashioned cookie cutters — standing ready 

to create. Typically, the youngest ones 

end up eating more raw cookie dough 

than ever gets put in the oven. 

The smell of Christmas wafting through 

the air starts as the trays go in the oven 

and as grandma heats up the heirloom 

pizzelle iron. Soon a delectable variety 

of freshly baked Christmas treats start to 

appear: coconut macaroons in memory 

of our Nan who made them each year 

to perfection, twisted candy cane sugar 

cookies (which are my brother and my 

favorite), gingerbread and, of course, the 

traditional peanut butter tandy cakes 

and chocolate chip cookies. And every 

year, the kids line up to use grandma’s 

antique sugar cookie press, which has 

been passed down from baker to baker. 

We take turns pressing out colorful stars, 

Christmas trees, wreaths, gingerbread 

men and the like.

A balanced diet is a Christmas 
cookie in each hand.
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$6.00 CHRISTMAS 2015

The tavern was a place to gather, 
enjoy music and song, have a pint 
of stout and engage in friendly 
— or not so friendly — banter 
concerning the latest news 
and gossip.

Colonial Tavern Man & Woman - $72 ea 
Colonial Musical Performers: 
   Man & Woman - $74 ea 
   Boy & Girl - $73 ea

There are no strangers here; 
Only friends who haven’t yet met.


